
ENG 341 American Romanticism 
 
Dr. Melissa Mentzer 
315 Carroll Hall 
(860) 832-2742 
mentzer@ccsu.edu 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday 8:30-9:00, 11:00-12:00 
Tuesday, Thursday 2:00-4:00 and by appointment. 
 
Course Description:  This course examines the development of Romanticism in American 
literature in the mid-nineteenth century.  We will discuss the definitions of Romanticism and study 
some of the major authors and works of the period. The class begins with the problem of 
definition and a brief look at the background of this artistic movement.  Then we will focus on 
primary texts and selected works of criticism.  The class format is lecture and discussion, and it is 
important to keep up with the reading assignments and to bring the current text to class.  I 
encourage you each to ask questions and to develop your own analyses. 
 
Required Texts: 
Class handouts and works on Reserve in the Library 
Emerson’s Prose and Poetry 
Moby Dick 
Leaves of Grass (1855 edition) 
Narrative of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave 
The Heroic Slave 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
 Selections of the poetry of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and Emily Dickinson, as well as 
some of the short stories of Nathaniel Hawthorne, and the works of Margaret Fuller and Henry 
David Thoreau will be handed out in class. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 Attendance and Participation: 10% of the final grade. More than two unexplained 
absences will adversely affect your grade.  Illness and emergencies are additional excused 
absences.  It is important to come to class ready to discuss the assigned works.  Please bring 
your texts to class. 
 Weekly Discussion Questions: 15% of the final grade.  A brief written response (one 
page or so) on the assigned question is due each Monday at the start of the class. 
 Three take-home essay exams: 25% each or 75% of the final grade.  The essay 
questions will be given out in class, and you will choose two out of three questions to write on.  
The essays should include not just descriptions or summaries of the works, but your analysis of 
them and your ideas about the issues raised by the questions.  Each answer should be around 
three pages in length. The due dates for the exams are at the start of class on Wednesday, 
February 21; Wednesday, March 21; and Monday, May 7 by 12:00 (in my office-- 315 Carroll 
Hall). 
 
Additional information: 
 If you are seriously ill, please stay home and get well.  Illnesses are excused absences.  
Get the notes from another student, and speak to me about making up any missed assignments 
as soon as possible. 
 Please turn off cell phones at the start of class.  If you must take a call or message, leave 
the room to do so, and return when you are finished.  Do not text in class.   
 Laptops, and other electronic devices may be used to take notes or read the assigned 
texts. 
 
 



Class Schedule: This is subject to change. 
Week 1 1/17  Introduction.  The Add/Drop period is 1/17-1/23 
 
Week 2 1/22  Defining Romanticism and Transcendentalism.  “The Lasting Effects” by Isaiah 
Berlin.  1/24 American Romanticism, Thomas Carlyle and the German Romantics. “Nature”  “Self-
Reliance” 
 
Week 3: 1/29 “Self-Reliance” continued. “The Poet”  1/31 “Fate” 
 
Week 4 2/5-2/7  Margaret Fuller: “The Great Lawsuit,” selected criticism and essays.  
 2/6 is the last day to drop classes without a “W” 
 
Week 5 2/12  Henry David Thoreau “Resistance to Civil Government,” “Slavery in          
Massachusetts,” selections of nature writing. 
              2/14  Nathaniel Hawthorne selected short stories 
 
Week 6 2/19 No Class   2/21 Harriet Beecher Stowe Uncle Tom’s Cabin  Exam I due at 
start of class 2/21. 
 
Week 7 2/26-2/8  Uncle Tom’s Cabin.  Critical essays. 
 
Week 8 3/5-3/7  Frederick Douglass Narrative.  Margaret Fuller’s review.  The Heroic Slave. 
 
Week 9 Spring Break   Start reading Moby Dick!! 
 
Week 10 3/19-3/21  Moby Dick  Exam II due Wednesday, 3/21 at start of class. 
 
Week 11 3/26  Moby Dick  3/28  The Civil War 
 
Week 12 4/2  Selected poems of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  4/4  Walt Whitman 
 
Week 13 4/9-4/11 Whitman,  “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 
 
Week 14 4/16-4/18 selected poems of Emily Dickinson 
 
Week 15  4/23-4/25 Dickinson poems, letters, criticism. 
 
Week 16 4/30-5/2  Dickinson.  Defining Romanticism once more. 
 
Monday, May 7  Exam III is due by 12:00 in my office: Carroll Hall room 315. 
 
 
 
 
 


